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THE, DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
APPEALS ‘TO ‘THE "WORLD 
TO SAVE 
THE’ NUBIAN’ MONUMENTS 


the Middle Valley. of the Nile will be. turned into a 

vast lake. .Wondrous structures, ranking among the 
most magnificent on earth, are in danger of disappearing beneath 
the waters. The dam will bring fertility to huge stretches of desert; 
but the opening up.of new. field to the tractors, the. provision 
of new sources of power to future factories threatens to exact a 
terrible price. 

True, when the welfare of suffering human beings is at stake, 
then, if need be, images of granite and porphyry must be sacrificed 
unhesitatingly. But no. one forced; to make such a choice, could 
contemplate without anguish the necessity for making it. 

It is not easy to choose between, a heritage of the past and the 
present wellbeing of a people, living.in need in the shadow of one 
of history’s most splendid legacies, it.is not easy to choose between 
temples and crops. I would. be.sorry for,any man called -on to 
make that choice who could do so, without a feeling of: despair; 
I would be sorry for any, man who, whatever decision he might 
reach, could bear the reoponslbilty for that dessin without a 
feeling of remorse, 

It is not surprising, thenefacss that the governments of ithe 
United Arab Republic and Sudan have called on an international 
body, on Unesco, to try to save the threatened)monuments. 
These. monuments, whose loss may be tragically near, do not 
belong solely to the countries who hold them in trust. The whole 
world has the right to see them endure. They are part of a com- 
mon heritage which comprises Socrates’ message and the 
Ajanta frescoes, the walls of Uxmal and Beethoven’s symphonies. 


W* has begua onthe great Aswan dam. Within five years, 
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Treasures of universal’value are entitled to universal protection. 
dias tang aarte hose loveliness inereases rather than 


diminishes 
losers. 

Moreover, it is not rot a question of preserving something 
which may otherwise be lost; it is a question of bringing to light 
an as yet undiscovered wealth for the benefit of all. In return for 
the help the world gives them, the governments of Cairo and 
Khartoum will open the whole of their countries to archaeological 
excavation and ‘will allow half of whatever works of art\may be 
unearthed by science or by/hazard to go to foreign museums. ‘They 
will even ‘agree to the transport, stone by stone, of certain’ mon- 
uments of ‘Nubia, : . 

A new era of magnificent enrichment is thus opened in the 
field: of Egyptology) Instead of a world deprived of a part of its 
wonders, mankind may hope for the revelation of hitherto unknown 
marvels. 

° So noble a cause deserves a no less generous response. It is, 
therefore, with every confidence that I invite governments, institu- 
tions, public or private foundations and men of goodwill every- 
where to contribute’ to the success of a task’ without parallel in 
history. Services, equipment and money are all needed. There are 
innumerable ‘ways in which all'can help. It is fitting that from 
a land which throughout ‘the centuries has been the scene of— 
or the stake ‘in—so''many covetous disputes should spring a 
convincing proof of international solidarity. 

“Egypt is a gift of the Nile’; for countless students this was the 
first Greek phrase which they learnt to translate. May the peoples 
of the world unite to ensure that the Nile, in becoming a greater 
source of fertility and» power, does not ‘bury beneath its waters 
marvels which we of today have inherited from generations long 
since vanished). >: 


» is lost, then all men alike are the 


VITTORINO VERONESE 











An unprecedented 
international campaign 


In April 1959, the Government of the United Arab Republic appealed to Unesco 
to initiate large-scale international action to save the monuments and archaeolo- 
gical sites of Egyptian Nubia, which, as a result of the construction of the Aswan 
High Dam, are doomed to be covered by the waters of the Nile. In October 
1959, the Government of the Sudan, in its turn, appealed to Unesco to organize 
similar action for the monuments and sites of Sudanese Nubia, threatened with 
the same fate, for the same reasons. ' 

It is known that the High Dam, on which building work has just begun, will 
raise the water level, over nearly three hundred miles of Egyptian and Sudanese 
territory, from level 121 to level’ 133, By the middle of 1964, the water level is 
expected to reach 125 metres (about 410 feet), entirely or partly submerging many 
monuments, temples, chapels, tombs, fortresses and other remains of the great- 
est historical and artistic interest, both in the Sudan and in Egypt. The most 
famous of the groups of monuments directly affected are those of Abu Simbel 
and the island of Philae, both located in the territory of the United Arab Repub- 
lic. 

Unesco’s Executive Board, to which the Director-General referred the matter, 
agreed with him that, since the protection of the world’s inheritance of works 
of art and historic monuments was one of the essential tasks assigned to the 
Organization by its Constitution, it was Unesco’s duty to give the goyernments 
of the United Arab Republic and the Sudan the assistance they had requested, 
in order to spare mankind the irreparable loss which the submersion of monu- 
ments and sites of such value would entail.” 

As early as June 1959, therefore, the Executive Board authorized the Director- 
General to take the necessary preparatory measures in agreement with the Govern- 
ment of the United Arab Republic. In November, after considering the Director- 
General’s report, it decided, unanimously and enthusiastically, to authorize 
him to launch an appeal for international co-operation in providing help for the 
two governments. With their agreement, it was also decided that a single appeal 
should be launched, although the assistance to be provided for the monuments 
of Egyptian Nubia and for those of Sudanese Nubia would not be of the same 
scope, or necessarily of the same kind. 








Acti ‘by ‘Unesco, ili ‘agreement With the two governments, has already begun. 







expert has been sent to the Sudan to assist the national authorities. A meeting 
experts was convened in Egypt last October to study the problems involved 
ind propose ways of dealing with them; and the work to be done on Egyptian 
territory has been defined on the basis of their report. Lastly, specific undertak- 

ings have been received from both governments regarding the facilities they 
Would extend for international aid and the counterparts they are offering in recog- 
flition of such aid. 


Objectives. of international action 


In Egyptian Nubia, the experts noted four types of problem and suggested four 

kinds of corresponding, action, 

1. The largest, and most valuable monuments, those of Abu Simbel and Philae, 
will need to be protected in situ. Abu Simbel could be shielded. by an earth 
and rock-filled dam some 300 metres (about 980 feet) from the temples, The 
solution for Philae would be to build a system of earth and stone dikes connect- 
ing the island with its neighbouring islands and the right bank, of the Nile. In 
both cases, the general appearance of the monuments as a whole would be 

2. Small monuments, temples, chapels or tombs, many of which are of great 
beauty and of very considerable, historical interest, can be taken down and 
transported, to. other sites, A list of these monuments has, been drawn up by 
the experts. A large number of inscriptions will also need to be removed. 

3. The survey and photography work being done by the Documentation and 
Study Centre for the, History of the Art and Civilization of Ancient Egypt, 
set up by the United Arab Republic with the assistance of Unesco, should be 
speeded up so as to take full advantage of the time which remains for collect- 
ing and co-ordinating all the documentation, 

4. Excavation work should be begun as quickly as possible, and on a very large 
scale, throughout the area to be flooded, as from present information and from 
reconnaissance of the area, which has as yet been little explored by archaeolo- 
gists, it seems probable that many valuable remains are to be found there. 

In Sudanese Nubia, no monuments are to be Protected in situ, but there are others 

which should be removed to other sites. The area is much less well known. than 

Egyptian Nubia, and the work to be done is likely to be of the greatest scientific 

interest from the point of view of the prehistory and history of the civilizations 

successively established there. 





Nature of international action 


With the data thus available, it- becomes possible to define exactly the mature 
of the assistance which, it is hoped, will be forthcoming as a result of international 
of the United Arab Republic, For Abu Simbel,.in particular, although the experts 
have decided on the best solution to adopt, they were not in a position to deter- 
mine the details of the arrangements to be made, or to estimate the cost. A con- 
sulting engineer is to be appointed by Unesco and the Government of the United 
Arab Republic end will be asked to make the neccessary studies and to work 
out estimates, It is hoped that, by the-early autumn of 1960, plans and estimates 
of cost will be available, and that action can then be taken without delay... 

The transfer of monuments, documentation work and excavations will no doubt 
call for financial assistance, but will; still more, necessitate missions of archaco- 
logists, engineers and technicians, Such work can begin as soom as the arrange- 
ments for international action have been completed. 

Fineupial er sealmnicel evetsthutiqnsicnn beatndé by the anveckmenta-af, States, 
institutions, public and private ieentapemespaterbaticnnnd salechkpeggans 
who wishes te-share in this work-of international fellowship. © 


Counterparts offered by the governments of the United Arab Republic and the Sudan 


le, im dadan taistocunnne anditamemmntepublioced auintes tantdivdianty ti 

Government of the United Arab Republic, under the terms of a declaration dated 

1 October 1959, has entered into various. undertakings, the most important of 

which are the following. Ae 

1, At ileast| half \the proceeds.of, their. finds will: be. ceded to parties: which-have 
carried out excavations in Nubia, on the understanding that certain uniqee 
items, in accordance with the international regulations applying to such 
matters, will nevertheless remain State property. 

2. The same parties will be auheniapdte.emny.eut amevetices in.otherpnets 
Parone ngiae mca sess Ak ty dees att Mei caginaad hth gees 
of finds will be assigned according to the same rules. 

3. heehalh ecetaiatedeaiatadants ibadaaealh Ws ranted die Gesake 
abroad. 

4, Statues, stalen, sinactigtions. tah. ether dacbaeciagical, items, Seas ithe, Seate’s 
collections and reserves will be ceded as a counterpart for international action. 

The Government of the Sudan has pointed out that, under the terms of the national 

legislation in force, foreign expeditions authorized to carry out excavations are 

entitled to half the proceeds of their finds, except for certain unique items, in accord- 
ance with the relevant international regulations. 





sraparemaeorine raat a aS 








Forms of international action 


On the basis of the foregoing inforn.ation and arrangements, the Director-General 
launched, on 8 March 1960, a formal appeal for international co-operation, 
thus officially opening the international campaign. This appeal was addressed 
to the governments of Member States, appropriate institutions and organizations, 
all persons who may wish to contribute, and to public opinion. 

Offers of contributions in the form of money or services should be addressed to 
the Director-General of Unesco, who will transmit them to the two governments: 
concerned. For the United Arab Republic, where, because of the character and 
scope of the problems, international assistance will necessarily be on a larger 
scale, offers of contributions will be referred to an Advisory Committee of specia- 
lists of different nationalities, set up by the government in agreement with the 
Director-General of Unesco. This committee, which will include a representative 
of the Director-General, will be consulted on offers of assistance, the assignment 
of operations, the utilization of financial contributions and the allocation of 
counterparts. 

In order that the Director-General may have advice and help in organizing the 
international compaign, the Executive Board has made provision for him to set 
up an International Action Committee composed of eminent persons in the 
cultural, financial and technological spheres. This committee is now being set 
up, and the Director-General intends to convene it as soon as possible. 

In the various Member States, it is expected that national committees will be 

formed to pursue, in each country, activities similar to those of the international 
committee, with which they will be asked to co-operate. 
& With the object of giving the international compaign all the desired importance 
and prestige, the Director-General has also taken steps to form a Committee 
of Patrons. For this purpose, he has appealed to members of royal families, former 
Heads of States and other persons in high position who have already displayed a 
signal interest in the preservation of artistic treasures and in great cultural under- 
takings. His Majesty the King of Sweden Gustaf VI Adolph has graciously con- 
sented to preside over this Committee of Patrons. 

Unesco is therefore called upon to carry out an immense undertaking which 
will require unprecedented effort. The most highly qualified experts, however, 
have no doubt that it can be achieved, and the delegates of all the governments 
represented on the Executive Board consider it necessary. 

The world-wide common effort which can make it a success must be commen- 
surate with the priceless heritage which is to be preserved for all mankind. 





The Bangkok conference 
on the development of information media 


A conference on the development of information media in South-East Asia was 
held at Bangkok from 18 to 30 January. This conference marked the beginning of a 
survey being carried out by Unesco at the request of the United Nations ‘Economic 
and Social Council; it will be followed by two other regional conferences of the 
same kind, in Latin America and in Africa. 

Mr. Vittorino Veronese, Director-General of Unesco, aldreased the vibinitg 
session of the Bangkok conference. ‘Our meeting today’, said Mr. Veronese, ‘con- 
cerns the vast new field known as mass communication. The very fact that this term 
covers media as varied as the press, film, radio and television makes its definition 
particularly difficult. It is difficult in our modern world to define the frontiers of 
information. It plays an immense role in our society, and its large-scale dissemina- 
tion through highly perfected communication media constitutes one of the most strik- 
ing developments of our time. Information has become an integral part of our daily 
life. Its influence is revealed in the behaviour of the individual, as in the structure 
of society at large. 

‘In recent decades, the means of communication have progressed with astonishing 
speed in the reproduction and transmission of word and image. Each medium, with 
its particular techniques improves day by day and its scope expands rapidly. Infor 
mation, which has benefited from. discoveries in science and technology has, in 
its turn, speeded their prodigious advance in a kind of chain reaction. The latest 
achievements of our scientists, notably in research in outer space, open up limitless 
horizons in the communication field. 

‘But the psychological and political significance of our modern information media 
is already apparent. The impact of the press, radio, film and television on the man 
in the street produces immediate reactions in its turn. The man in the street, parti- 
cularly in countries where democracy is expressed through universal suffrage, is 
the citizen, the elector. The information media which I have just’mentioned and 
which give the citizen a direct access to events such as the visits of chiefs of State 
or ‘summit conferences’, and to great currents of ideas on the national or international 
level, such as debates on the topics of our time, thus play a decisive role in the intel- 
lectual, moral and civil development of the individual. But events and ideas, from 
the time they enter through the information media into the field of public opinion, 
cease to belong to those who have championed or promoted them. Henceforth public 
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cen rary irae , its. control. 
nication, which follow upon each other 
increasing speed, arouse Dead ogo great fears. Yet are the media of 

‘ormation any more than soulless machines in the service of man. Our choice today 

not to accept or reject mechanical progress. The choice offered to mankind is 

her between the incomplete use of the instruments of communication and their 

ill use for the free exchange of ideas and knowledge with the aim of strengthening 
ttuutual understanding between peoples. 

'*The founding fathers of Unesco, agreeing on this point with the specialists of 
the mass media, indicated the wiser path we should follow. They had confidence 
in the vast possibilities of the communication media, and they laid down inthe Con- 
mutual understanding among nations “through all means of mass communication’. 
These means today stand forth as remarkable and effective instruments for the 
spreading of knowledge and: the ne ee the 
maintenance of peace and progress in human welfare.’ 

Addressing himself specifically to ditties eine’ dapeteitn tte étiihence, 
Mr. Veronese said: ‘You, gentlemen, who represent governments or are experts 
Of the. press, radio, film and. television, know better than anyone how, in this region 
of the world which harbours nearly one-half of the population of our planet, these 
wonderful opportunities remain unrealized because of a lack of physical facilities. . . . 

*Your meeting today is therefore not. only important in itself, but also because 
you are, so to Speak, the pioneers in a vast undertaking. You are facing a new res- 
ponsibility. Your task is to work creatively and to translate your: hopes:into reality 
by drawing up a coherent and concrete draft programme for the development of 
information media in this region. In evolving your plan, you will doubtless take 
into account some of the extraordinary new techniques of communication which 
have been perfected recently and which could permit the region to catch up with 
more advanced parts of the world more rapidly. The immensity and variety of the 
fields in which you work, as well as the complexity of the problems to be examined 
certainly make the task a heavy one but also, because of its future implications, a 
most impressive one. I would not hesitate for my part to assert that your meeting is 
the starting point of a most promising undertaking = a ee ees lives 
of millions of people in Asia. 

.\ “The tesults of this meeting, and of those that are to follow it: will-be submitted 
sot:tibe Sidaadeelon th the form of a report, outlining the needs and the approxi- 
mate cost of carrying out a development programme backed up by specific recommen- 
dations in this regard. In preparing this report, I intend to consult professional press, 
film, radio and television organizations having consultative status with Unesco. indeed, 
I deem their active co-operation essential for the implementation of such a programme 
which will thus benefit from the great technical competence and practical experience 
available on a world scale.’ 


Se teactionsand considered judgements, exercises its own influence 
events 

















The following text is an account of the work ofthe Bangkok conference; it was 
written by Mr. E. Lloyd Sommerlad, secretary of the Australian Provincial Press 
Association, who acted as apni boeagtrnine ge rene 


iio quatstnatansshsel Adiibe, shidemnmds@nadiletansiinenenienth dateylieteat 
cent of the world’s population, but their proportion of the world’s newspapers 
and radio and television sets is barely 20 per cent. To hundreds of millions of 
ere tS rt Tan eRe, pe bE itt 
around them is the great unknown. 

Thin doodhgrelinsign Gteabbipaiarmaningititied’ve(araew Readies 
first step in helping the underdeveloped countries to build up their information 
attended by representatives of 22 Member States of Unesco participating in the 
work of the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East (ECAFE), 34 media 
experts invited by Unesco, and observers from 10 international organizations. 
Similar meetings are planned for Latin America in 1961 and Africa in 1962. All 
of these meetings form part of a survey of the problems of providing technical 
assistance to the underdeveloped countries for the development of their infor- 
saationn: seeds! TGP P Rane manen nn ip NER ONO e 
United Nations Economic and Social Council. 

Participants in the meeting were told by the Disectein Gains ol thadens that 
they were pioncers in a vast undertaking and that their co nference was the starting 
point in a development which could transform the lives of millions of people 
in Asia. This set the note for the whole meeting which was concluded after two 
weeks of deliberations in a spirit of optimism—conscious of the enormous task 
ahead but confident that steps would be take n to implement the great programme 
of development proposed. 

The meeting expressed the conviction that information in the modern world 
had become an integral part of daily life. Not only could mass communication 
help greatly to achieve the mutual understanding between peoples necessary to 
secure lasting peace, but it was an essential tool in economic and social progress. 
argeenee pein AR eee, CRE 
on the need for quality of imformation media as well as quantity. é 

The extent of the problem in: South-East Asia was highlighted by: statistics 
which showed, for instance, that excluding Japan, the circulation of daily news- 
papers throughout the area amounted to only one per hundred of population, 
compared with forty or more per hundred in some highly developed areas, Eleven 
countries im South-East Asia had less: than one radio receiver per hundred -of 
population, and in some, the inhabitants saw films hardly once im two years. 
Television was in its infancy in a handful of countries only, ‘and there were 
inadequate national news agencies and too few journalism training centres. 

A delegate from Thailand said that in his country a subscription to a daily news- 
paper would absorb about 5 per cent of the average wage-earner’s income, while 
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another expert reported that in India there were 18 cities with a population of 100,000 
where no.daily newspaper was published, not to mention hundreds of large 
towns which did not have even a weekly paper. 

In the field of the press, the meeting agreed that a major objective should be 
to build up the local press in smaller communities, which would not only serve the 
invaluable purpose of stimulating interest in local affairs, but would also provide 
suitable reading material for new literates. An attempt was made to point to solu- 
tions of problems facing new papers, such as scarcity of capital and equipment, 
inadequately trained staff and costly newsprint and news services. Particular 
attention was drawn to the benefits of co-operative action by strong professional 
organizations, which publishers themselves should establish, _ 

As a long-term project, the meeting proposed that a press and graphic arts 
institute should bs established under the auspices of Unesco to give technical 
advice to newspapers and periodicals; study and recommend means of producing 
effective reading material; consider problems of printing in ideographic and non- 
ideographic scripts; conduct seminars to deal with problems of small newspapers; 
and award fellowships and study grants to managers and publishers of small 
newspapers and periodicals. The institute might also devise a system of high- 
speed. shorthand writing in Asian languages lacking this facility. . 
Anticipating a great incr2ase in the demand for newsprint, it was recommended 
that technical and financial assistance should be given to countries in the area, 
to encourage the establishment of paper mills and expand local production. 
In.its publications, Unesco has adopted the criterion that a country is insuf- 
ficiently provided with radio receivers if it has less than five for every 100 people. 
In order to achieve this goal, the present figure of 37 million sets in South-East 
Asia should be built up to 90 million by 1965. 

While much could be done to improve radio transmission, programmes and 
services, the meeting believed that the most important aspect of the problem related 
to the listener. The great need was to provide a large number of sets, especially 
suited to community listening and battery-operated where electricity was not 
available. Participants were told of a Unesco plan now being studied by the Inter- 
national Telecommunications Union for production of a receiver costing only 
4 or 5 dollars. Governments were urged to waive import duties and restrictions 
and encourage local manufacture of receiving sets. 

Radio assumes particular importance in underdeveloped countries because 
of the low level of literacy, and the low living standards which limit the wide 
distribution of printed media. Emphasis was placed on the provision of listening 
facilities and programmes for rural populations. Intensive development was 
recommended of such features as the experimental farm forums being broadcast 
in India, with the co-opération of Unesco. 

Television has such sociological importance and impact that the meeting 
considered it should not be regarded as a luxury, but rather as an essential means of 
mass communication in its most powerful form. Planning for the establishment 
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of TV services should be commenced at a very early stage, and vital information 
on aims, resources and needs of the countries of South-East Asia in this field 
must be obtained as a first step. Educational objectives must have a key place 
in planning and operation, but there must also be a considerable proportion of 
entertainment programmes. Community viewing is destined to play an important 
role in the South-East Asian region, and the meeting recommended that special 
attention should be given to the organization of tele-clubs. 

The establishment: of a co-operative film information clearing house in the 
region may result from the discussidns of documentary film producers at the 
Bangkok conference. The experts in this field found they had many common 
problems, but lacked information on each other’s activities. They also noted 
that through the entire region there is a shortage of projection equipment and there 
is virtually no interchange of films between the countries already producing and 
distributing within their own boundaries. It was therefore felt that some steps 
should be taken to secure more intensive distribution within each country and 
the interchange of films between countries. A co-operative scheme of distribution 
for the region was therefore proposed. 

The exchange of news within South-East Asia, and between this area and the 
rest of the world depends on the efficiency of news agencies and telecommunication 
facilities. The main obstacles to an adequate news coverage of the region are the 
underdevelopment of most domestic news agencies, the inevitable limitations in 
news handling by the world agencies, an unsatisfactory communications system, 
and high transmission rates. Although both news coverage for domestic consump- 
tion in South-East Asia itself and the flow of news into and out: of Asia have 
improved in the past few years, the region has, during the same period, undergone 
a development so rapid that it has outstripped any progress made in the collection 
and dissemination of news. 

Unesco. was urged'to-convene. s meeting of directors. of national news agencies 
of the region to discuss such problems as translation pools, news exchange agree- 
ments, pooling of agency correspondents, expansion of radio news broadcasts, 
and development of news photo services. An investigation of telegraphic rates for 
public and press messages was recommended, together with a study of the spe- 
cific needs of information media for improved technical equipment for news 
transmission. 

The major problem common to all media and all countries in the area is a 
shortage of trained staff. The meeting concluded that the very first step to improve 
mass communication facilities and standards was to develop a comprehensive 
training programme. Training was essential not only for journalists, but for 
technical staffs for printing, telecommunications, radio, film and television. 
The establishment, expansion and equipping of training centres at the national 
level was the first objective. It was recognized that this needed to be reinforced 
and supplemented by regional centres or seminars, by visits of experts and by 
travel and study abroad facilitated by fellowships, scholarship and grants. 
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The problems of professional training in journalism were thoroughly examined 
by a number of experts in this field. They were conscious that the adequacy of a 
journalist’s report and comment depended upon his own knowledge, skill and 
sense of responsibility. The basic needs in training, therefore, were twofold: 
a <seeanp f  e ED O PNR D-e NERl 
of the many subjects with which he dealt. se 

(A Pedihdiaind Gt agieiaialalih deedabag ite ebihsieanticnn agin’ Ghts Anis ‘eninatiah, 
and the contribution that universities could make in this regard was emphasized. 
The importance of practical experience, however, should not be overlooked. 
Particularly in view of the heterogeneous nature and many languages of the 
South-East Asia area, it) was thought.to be premature, if not impracticable, to 
establish a regional centre for journalism training, such as Unesco had encouraged 
in’ Strasbourg (Europe) and Quito (Latin America). The preferable alternative 
Per mc atten gen aR RE aN oh» BSN uN RSI 
schools in the area. 

saumihiarwininianapdethteeines denuabantngeabanndhendavenetenees: 
cisely formulated. Offers of aid were generously made by some of the developed 
outside assistance, while the general economic development of the area should 
pen A Tg en RR OAD 
loans. 

International financial assistance, however, eagidsberceinatitag Stns enya 
projects could probably be included in Unesco’s programme and budget, while 
ey ate nonemioee ay eae: gE 5a eee 
Assistance, on request by national governments. 

The meeting expressed strong hopes that imternational ont manittiiaasied 
funds for mass media development would be considerably increased following 
consideration of Unesco’s survey by the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council. 





The next world conference 
on adult education 


Whenever you use the expression ‘adult education’, you have a good chance of 
creating one of two highly contrasting reactions in your listener, if he does not 
know the subject. Either he scoffs in order to express the uselessness of such an 
undertaking, the adult being educated. by definition because of the education he 
received as a child; or else he throws up his hands hopelessly as a way of saying 
once again that the whole thing is useless because adults—that is, men—being what 
they are, cannot be perfected nor even educated. These two attitudes are of about 
equal value and, besides, they offer implicit proof of the need for adult education. . . 
even for those adults who can enjoy the luxury of making snap judgements. 
There is nothing new about the idea of adult education: the ‘popular univer- 
sities’ in France and the Fabian Society in Great Britain, to cite only two.exam- 
ples, go back to the end of the last century. They fill a recognized need of the adult, 
particularly of the man who was forced to interrupt his studies at an early stage 
because of the necessities of life but who still wants to add to his intellectual 
—or even moral and social—-background. In effect, the concept of education 
now goes far beyond the realm of formal schooling and tends to take on highly 
varied meanings. Under dictatorships—as in the Nazi or Fascist regimes— 
we saw the meaning of the expression twisted in order to be applied to more or 
less coercive forms of propaganda, which were really adult education (or mis- 
education). In another form, which has tended first of all to eliminate these toxins 
of ‘dopolavoro’ or ‘strength through joy’, the concept of adult education, extend- 
ed to the so-called underdeveloped countries, has covered not only the fight 
against illiteracy, but also other activities such as ‘fundamental education’ or 
‘community development’ which basically imply the teaching of useful knowledge. 
In other words, the concept tended to-adapt itself to ‘dynamic and functional’ 
goals. 
Finally, it has always appeared difficult to find a definition which can cover 
all aspects of the problem. The report of the Elsinore conference of 1949 in Den- 
mark mentioned the impossibility of reaching, under present circumstances, an 
exhaustive definition of adult education valid for all countries and all experiments. 
Nevertheless, a number of definitions have been proposed: the task of adult 
education is to satisfy the needs and hopes of the adult in all their diversity (from 
the aforementioned report); it consists of ‘freeing men and women from 
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insignificance, from the érise'of being powerless, from the sense of being lonely’ 
(Sir John, Maud); it is an ‘initiation into the art of living daily life’ (Joffre Duma- 
zedier); or ‘a way of developing and strengthening social and political responsi- 
bility’ (international conference held in 1952 at the Unesco Institute for Education 
in Hamburg). 

_ While not clearly stated, a central idea does come out of these various defini- 
tions. To shed more light on it, we will quote Mr. Richard Attygalle of the Unesco 
Department of Education: ‘Education, today, is less and less thought of as a 
specific activity necessary to a particular age of life. It is rather a continuing and 
ceaseless effort to make possible the free and full association of all citizens in the 
furthering of human society. The constant aim is the education of the individual 
for the exercise of responsibility’. And, during an address made to the Interna- 
tional Adult Education Congress held at Charleroi (Belgium) in 1958—an address 
on which the three motions of judgement, intellectual courage and, above all, 
responsibility, were brought out to define the adult—Mr. Paul Lengrand, also 
of Unesco’s Department of Education, made the following remark: ‘To be res- 
ponsible in terms’ of life in society means being democratic, and being aware 
of the position of man in his community, the autonomy and dignity of the citizen, 
and what is die to you as a citizen.’ 

Community responsibility in both its narrowest and widest meanings: there 
you have the essential criterion behind the definition of an adult, whether in 
countries which are tiot industrially developed and where most of the population 
is semi-literate, or in industrially developed countries. The concept of adult 
education can therefore be generally defined as concerning education which 
aims to place the adult in a position, both morally and materially, in which he 
can freely and fully exercise his responsibility to his family, to his community 
and to humanity. 


The Elsinore programme 


The right to education has a prominent place in the Declaration of Human Rights. 
From its creation; Unesco has given a role in its programme to this particular 
form of education which has been called, with some semblance of truth, one 
of its main reasons for existence. Following the first session of the Unesco Gene- 
ral Conference in Paris, the Director-General was invited to gather data from 
Member States concerning techniques of adult education. 

In Unesco’s work on this problem, this marked the beginning of an initial 
period which might be called: one of theoretical activity and centralizing of 

Following the recommendations made during the General Conference held 
in Mexico City in 1947 and the work of a group of experts convened by the 
Organization in Paris in February 1948, the first International Adult Education 
Conference was held at Elsinore in June 1949. It was attended by 106 delegates, 
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representing 27 countries and 21 international organizations. During his inaugural 
address, Mr. Jaime Torres Bodet, Unesco Director-General at the time, observed 
that ‘the adult has only two courses open to him—either to remain himself, 
isolating himself from the multitude, or to give up his individuality and submit 
to the impersonal will of the masses’. It should not be forgotten that the world 
was then emerging from an infinitely cruel war which had been, to a great extent, 
a struggle between coercive and free societies. That is why, as the report of this 
conference indicated, the stress was placed upon Western Europe and North 
America. 

The tasks to be undertaken were defined in the following way: (a) support and 
encouragement of movements which are working toward a culture putting an 
end to the opposition between what are usually called ‘the masses’ and what 
are usually called ‘the élite’; (b) stimulation of a true spirit of democracy and 
humanity; (c) giving young generations hope and confidence in life which had 
been shaken by the disorganization of the world; (d) the training of enlightened 
citizens of a world community ; (e) the restoration of the feeling of the community 
destroyed by the atomization of the social tissue. 

Four commissions studied the content of adult education, agencies and prob- 
lems of organizations, methods and techniques, and means of establishing per- 
manent international co-operation. The first commission raised this question in 
particular: ‘To what extent do less developed areas face the problems studied 
in adult education programmes? Does adult education in such areas necessarily 
involve a background of literacy?’ 

Finally, most of the recommendations adopted at Elsinore were addressed 
mainly to Unesco; the Organization was asked to continue in its centralizing role, 
which comprised simultaneously the study of problems and the establishment of 
contacts and permanent exchanges, the dissemination of information and docu- 
ments, the organization of seminars and the sending of experts on mission. 

The main speeches delivered at the Elsinore conference—in particular, those 
by Mr. Torres Bodet, Sir John Maud, Permanent Secretary of the United King- 
dom Ministry of Education, and Mr. Jean Guéhenno, Inspector-General in the 
Ministry of Education in Paris—appeared several months later in a pamphlet 
published by Unesco under the title Adult Education—Current Trends and Prac- 
tices. The same pamphlet contained articles by leading specialists, including 
Mr. Joffre Dumazedier, President of Peuple et Culture. Here, a meaningful evo- 
lution could be seen which was to play a major role in the forthcoming years: 
in effect, this past decade has seen the transition from culture conceived as a pro- 
duct of higher education reserved for the ‘happy few’ to a conception of culture 
including all the ‘art of living’ in a society, whether it be developed or not from 
the industrial or economic viewpoint. 



















Unesco’s action and influence 


International. seminars, publications, travelling exhibitions and experts’ missions 
were achieved, testifying to Unesco’s constant support of adult education. In 
1951, at its sixth session, the General Conference decided that, from then on, the 
Organization would concentrate its efforts upon the creation of an international 
centre where problems of workers’ education could be studied with international 
federations of workers’ associations. The following year, this international centre 
was opened at La Breviére (France). 

This leads us to 1953, a key year in which the first phase of Unesco’s activities 
in this field came to an end. In August, at a special meeting of experts at La Bre- 
viére, the study of problems was judged to have advanced to the point where a 
long-term programme of activities could be established, consisting mainly of 
regional seminars, emphasis on strengthening and spreading adult education in 
the economically underdeveloped countries, and the study of more modern edu- 
cational methods in liaison both with international organizations and federations 
of workers’ associations. 

The General Conference of 1954 confirmed this principle of decentralizing 
Uneseo’s activities. This led to a new stage of technical assistance where it was 
needed, instead of centralized theoretical preparation. Little by little, the concept 
of ‘fundamental education’, too long considered in opposition to ‘adult education’, 
began to fade. It had to benefit, as Richard Attygalle writes, ‘the whole commu- 
nity, those who have had schooling, partial schooling or no schooling’. In a world 
like ours, where a number of new countries are gaining their independence, adult 
education can no longer be a matter of fighting illiteracy or teaching useful 
knowledge, but as Paul Lengrand writes, it must be ‘an educational movement 
setting out to change the attitudes and practices standing in the way of economic 
and social progress’. 

Under the Major Project on Mutual Appreciation of Eastern and Western 
Cultural. Values, adopted by the General Conference, at its:ninth session, at 
New Delhi, a certain number of seminars and regional projects were prepared. 
Including the achievements of the normal programme, there were some fifty 
projects in 1957 which had been organized with Unesco’s assistance in Asia and 
in other parts of the world. 

In 1958, at its tenth session in Paris, the General Conference enabled new trends 
to be clearly stated: ‘As far as Unesco’s own spheres are concerned, the distinc- 
tion hitherto made, in the preparation and execution of programmes, between 
fundamental and adult education has not helped the Organization’s efforts to 
concentrate and co-ordinate activites of extreme diversity. The time is coming 
when these artificial distinctions ... must be abandoned. 

‘During the next six years, Unesco will have to meet the need for ‘permanent’ 
out-of-school education which, 10 years ago, was felt in varying degrees but which 
today is voiced in similar, if not identical, terms and with equal conviction by 
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the populations of the so-called developed countries and by those whose rapid 
rate of development is transforming their way of life. The best contribution 
Unesco can make to the development of this out-of-school education is in aiding 
Member States and appropriate international or national organizations to install 
the necessary substratum of institutions and services, harmonized and co-ordi- 
nated with the basic structure of school education. 

{Upinse pespessh neni data eetidan entiabe:gqremh exvetathashatel 
cation policy by convening a world conference on adult education in 1960 asa 
sequel to that held in Elsinore. 

‘Unesco will continue its direct. action (studies, travel grants, meetings of 
experts, seminars and publications).as well as its policy of aid to Member States 
and non-governmental organizations for the improvement of the content and 
methods of out-of-school education,’ 

As far as the content of this education was concerned, the stress was placed 
mainly upon civics and training for citizenship; information on the use of new 
sources of energy for peaceful purposes and its social implications; art-education, 
especially related to local arts and crafts, etc. As for the means, the emphasis 
was placed upon the adaptation of vernacular languages for learning how to read 
and write, methods of rapidly teaching a language widely used internationally, 
the use of audio-visual media (museums, exhibitions, films, filmstrips, radio and 
television), the organization and operation of clubs or study circles, etc. 

In this way, a vast network has been set up and supplied by Unesco throughout 
the world: this is a new form of education which is not the work of professors but 
rather of guides and leaders—if not experts—and in which the dogmatic lecture 
is replaced by free discussion. It is a sort of Socratic search for knowledge in 
subjects which are extremely useful locally. It also aims at establishing the res- 
ponsibility of adults. ‘Learn what you are’ might well be the motto of this unusual 
and generous form of education. 


The importance of the Montreal conference 


All of the foregoing illustrates the interest, at the threshold of a decade which 
can bring about important changes in the structures of mankind, offered by the 
next world conference on adult education. It will be held in Montreal (Canada) 
from 22 to 31 August this year and it will have, as its fitting general theme, ‘adult 
education in a changing world’. 

Unesco’s Member States and Associate Member States have been invited to 
send two delegates each. A certain number of international non-governmental 
organizations may also send one delegate each. Member States of the United 
Nations which do not belong to Unesco will have the opportunity of sending 
observers. The same will be the case for the United Nations and other intergovern- 
mental organizations. This means that the conference should be attended by 
about two hundred delegates and twenty observers. 
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. The various questions which will be discussed, on the basis of the recommen- 
dations of the Unesco General Conference and the proposals of the Advisory 
Committee which met in March 1959, will be placed on the agenda of one of 
the three commissions to be constituted: (a) the role and content of adult educa- 
tion (the study of this role in a changing world, general culture and vocational 
training; civics and social education; use of leisure for educational purposes; 
telations between adult education and out-of-school education for youth); (b) 
means and forms of adult education (methods, techniques and institutions; the 
role of leaders); (c) structures and organization of adult education (role of govern- 
ments; role of private organizations; co-ordination of governmental and non- 
governmental activities; international co-operation; the eventual establishment 
of a world adult education association). 

To prepare the principal working paper of the conference, the Unesco Secre- 
tariat has already sent to Member States and competent organizations concern- 
ed—that is, more than ninety countries and fifty organizations—a detailed 
questionnaire covering the most varied aspects of the problems and results 
already obtained. 

Since its existence, Unesco has continually encouraged adult education. ‘Con- 
crete results are of secondary importance compared to the qualitative changes 
which can be observed in human relations and which add to the dignity of man 
while, at the same time, progressively helping the peoples of the world to reach 
the goals which they have set for themselves.’ 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 


The Director-General left Paris on 12 January for a three weeks’ journey to 
Asia. 

At New Delhi, where he was the guest of the government on 14 and 15 January 
he was received by President Rajendra Prasad, and had talks with a number of 
prominent Indian personalities, in particular Dr. K. L. Shrimali, Minister of 
Education, and Shri Humayun Kabir, Minister of Scientific Research and Cultural 
Affairs. He also signed, on behalf of Unesco, two agreements of the United 
Nations Special Fund with the Government of India, for projects for which 
Unesco has been appointed executing agency. These projects, which are the first of 
their kind in India, are concerned with advanced research institutions in the 
fields of electric power engineering and mechanical engineering. 

The Director-General then visited Thailand, where he attended the opening 
session of the meeting of experts on the development of information media in 
South-East Asia, which was held at Bangkok from 18 to 29 January. The chair- 
man of the meeting was the Prime Minister of Thailand, and it was attended 
by Sir Ben Bowen Thomas, chairman of the Executive Board. The Director- 
General gave an address, in which he emphasized the importance of the Bangkok 
meeting as part of the world-wide survey of information media undertaken by 
Unesco at the request of the Economic and Social Council. * 

While they were in Bangkok, the chairman of the Executive Board and the 
Director-General were received: by H.M. the King of Thailand and the Prime 
Minister; they had conversations with) H.E. Mr. Thanat Khoman, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, and H.E. Mom Luang Pin Malakul, Minister of Education and 
formerly a member of Unesco’s Executive Board. 

In the Philippines, the chairman of the Executive Board and the Director-Gene- 
ral took part in the work of the Regional Conference of the National Commissions 
for Unesco in Asia, which was held at Manila from 18 to 23 January. On this occa- 
sion, the Director-General gave an account of the Major Project on Mutual 
Appreciation of Eastern and Western Cultural Values, in the course of which 
he outlined the future development of this project. * 

The chairman of the Executive Board and the Director-General were invited to 
luncheon by President Garcia. The Director-General also had talks with the Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs, H.E. Mr. Felixberto Serrano and the Minister of Education, 
H.E. Mr. José Romero. 


1. Lengthy extracts from this address appear on page 91. 
2. This address will be published in Orient-Occident, Vol. Ill, No. 2. 
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viapdyba.dbe- pages: Japanese Government to pay an official visit to 
ina ive Board and the Director-General arrived in 
gas te cana panes SS een at aks None and Kyoto, where they were 
welcomed by the local authorities and representatives of Unesco associations, 
terete nes Paget 

to Tokyo, they were received by H.M. the Emperor, and met H.E. 


At a plenary meeting of the Japanese National Commission, held on 29 January, 
the Director-General gave an address on Unesco’s future prospects, in the light 
of developments in 1959-60 and as reflected in the proposed programme for 1961-62. 

On the return journey, the Director-General spent 1 and 2 February in Cairo at 
the invitation of the Government of the United Arab Republic, in order to discuss 
with the competent authorities the implementation of the project for safeguarding 


conference and was interviewed on the radio or on television. 


During Mr. Veronese’s absence, Mr. René Maheu, Deputy Director-General 


Mr. Dias- , Guatemalan Minister of Education; Mr. Wahlen, Federal 
Councillor of the Swiss Federation; Mr. ey United States Assistant Secre- 
tary of State for International Organization 

. On 18 January, stashacs abedais tia Cras Hie Maheu inscribed 
the entire Vatican City State in the International register of cultural property under 
pti ol sig: Mgr Pirozzi, permanent observer of the Holy See * Unesco, 

Dr. Gian-Carlo Pompei, permanent delegate of Italy, being 

Ths Acting Director-General also held consultations with Mr. 2 the 
United Nations Commissioner for Technical Assistance, on problems of assis- 
tance to Laos, with Mr. W. Kotschnig, rapporteur of the five-member.Committee 
on Programme Appraisal, set up by the Economic and Social Council to prepare 
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the consolidated report on the programme of the United Nations, the Specialized 
Agencies and the IAEA, with Mr. Philippe de Seynes, United Nations 
Secretary for Economic and Social Affairs, and with Mr. Cross, 
General of the International Telecommunications Union. 


yj 


Mr: Malcolm Adiseshiah, ‘Assistant Director-General, travelled on mission’ to 
the Middle East and Asia from 18 December 1959 to 6 February 1960. 
On 19 December, during his stay in Turkey, he discussed with the 


of that university’s School of Administrative Sciences. 

On 20 and 21 December, during his stay in Teheran, he completed the plan of 
operation of the project for assistance from the Special Fund to the Polytechnic 
Institute at Teheran, and signed it on behalf of the Director-General. The docu- 
ment was signed by representatives of the Iranian Government and the Special 
Fund on 31 January 1960. 

During his stay in Karachi on 21 and 22 December, Mr. Malcolm Adiseshiah 
had talks on the request for assistance from the Special Fund for the training 
of engineers and technical staff, with a view to utilizing the waters of the Indus 
basin, pursuant to the agreement between the governments of India and Pakistan. 
From 27 to 31 December, he took part in the work of the Regional: Meeting of 
Asian Member States on Primary Education. 

From 22 to 24 December, at New Delhi, he prepared for the Director-General’ 8 
visit. Three weeks later, in the presence of Mr. Veronese, he signed the plans of 
operation of the projects for assistance from the Special Fund to the Central 
Mechanical Engineering Research Institute (Durghapur) and the Power Engineer- 
ing Research Laboratories (Bangalore and Bhopal). Further, while he was in the 
state of Madras and at Bombay, on 30 and 31 December, he completed Unesco’s 
plans for the Institute of Technology. 

Lastly, from 17 to 23 January, Mr. Adiseshiah was in Manila, where he 
took part in the Regional Conference of Asian National Commissions. 


NATURAL SCIENCES 


Unesco science exhibition presented to Ceylon as nucleus of new science museum in 
Colombo 


After a three-and-a-half year odyssey to 10 countries where it was seen by more 
than half a million persons, a Unesco science exhibition, ‘Energy and Its Trans- 
formation’, has recently been presented to:Ceylon, where it will serve the nucleus 
of a new science museum in 

The announcement of this presentation was made at Unesco House in Paris 
by the Natural Sciences Department, which has organized a total of 13 travelling 
science exhibitions, the latest illustrating ‘The Galapagos Island—Evolution’s 
Show-Window’. 

‘Energy and Its Transformation’ consists of more than one hundred pieces of 
scientific apparatus and a wide selection of descriptive panels devoted to all 
phases of its:subject from nuclear power reactors to the use of sunlight by algae. 

It was presented to Ceylon in connexion with the work of a Unesco) mission, 
which has been engaged in developing the teaching of science in the country since 
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1957. At the same time, another exhibition, ‘Science Museums and Human Pro- 


“Energy and Its Transformation’ was displayed for the first-time to the public 
in March 1956, in Paris, and was subsequently shown at Limoges. Its world tour 
has taken it to New Delhi and Ahmedabad, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok, 
Saigon, Taipeh, Manila, four cities in New Zealand (Auckland, Wellington, 
Christchurch and Dunedin) and, as its last stop, Colombo. 

This is the fourth time that a Unesco travelling science exhibition has been 
presented to a Member State, the previous ones having been given to Chile, 
Czechoslovakia and India. 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 


Training of twenty teachers of sociology in Latin America 


At the conclusion of its second year of work, the Latin American School of 
Sociology, which was set up by the Latin American Social Science Faculty 
(FLACSO) at Santiago (Chile), awarded final diplomas to the first group of 
sociology teachers at university level to be trained in Latin America. The recipients, 
who numbered 20, were presented with their diplomas at a ceremony on 14 Decem- 
ber. 


CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 


The Vatican City inscribed in the ‘International register of cultural property under 
special protection’ 


In the course of a brief ceremony held at Unesco House on 18 January, Mr. 
René Maheu, Acting Director-General, inscribed the entire Vatican City State 
in the International register of cultural property under special protection. Mgr. F. 
Pirozzi, permanent observer of the Holy See at Unesco, and Dr. Gian-Carlo 
Pompei permanent delegate of Italy, attended the ceremony. 

The Holy See is the first. State, among those that are contracting parties to the 
Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict 











The International Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the 
Event of Armed Conflict was adopted on 14 May 1954, by an intergovernmental 
conference convened at The Hague under the auspices of Unesco. According 
to the terms of the convention, the High Contracting Parties undertakes, in the 
event of armed conflict, to safeguard as well as to respect cultural property on 
their own territory or on that of other contracting parties. So far, oe 


Holy See, Hungary, seleaehenthteatei ates Jordan, Libya, Mexico, Monaco, 
Netherlands, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Poland, Rumania, San Marino, Thailand, 
Ukraine, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Republic (Egypt), 
United Arab Republic (Syria) and Yugoslavia. 


The development of libraries in Arabic-speaking countries 


The developanelty OF Mbearted’ ey. Avatendpeuting? countrtey wad thorouglily tix: 
see len uvdiiinm handed adie eeiaaed iinet by 
Unesco in collaboration with the Lebanese Government. Under the technical 
direction of Mr. H. V. Bonny (Australia), a Unesco expert, two groups studied 
problems relating to national, university and special libraries, and public and 
school libraries respectively. 

The specialists who met at Beirut recommended that each State should organize 
a national library system, adopt effective library legislation, and start publica- 
tion of a national bibliography. To overcome the difficulty of currency shor- 
tages, governments were requested to work out a plan for co-operation in purchas- 
ing foreign publications, and to adopt a standard code and classification system. 

Participants also suggested that Unesco should make a survey of subjects of 
interest to readers in Arab countries, establish a school for librarians and carry 
out a public library project. 

The following countries sent representatives to the meeting: Iraq, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Tunisia and the United 
Arab Republic 


New conventions on the exchange of publications 


On 7 December 1959, Ceylon deposited with Unesco an instrument of ratification 
of the Convention concerning the Exchange of Official Publications and Govern- 
ment Documents, and in so doing became the first country to ratify one of the 
new conventions, the texts of which were adopted by the General Conference of 
Unesco at its tenth session in December 1958. On 4 January 1960, Israel ratified 
the above convention, and also the Convention concerning the International 
Exchange of Publications. 

Both converitions will enter intd force 12’ months after-the date’of the deposit 
of the third instrument of ratification, acceptance or accession. 

The full text of these two conventions appeared in the February-March 1959 
issue of the Unesco Bulletin for Libraries. While retaining the benefits derived 
from the Brussels conventions, the mew ones contain all the clauses required 
to meet present needs; moreover, organizations which are party to the exchanges 
retain complete freedom. It is hoped that all Unesco’s Member States will 
decide to ratify the new conventions. The competent national authorities—and 
particularly national exchange centres—are therefore requested to communi- 
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Forthcoming conference on the exchange of publications in Europe ; 


Following: the seminars onthe: exchange of publications held in Guba-in 1956 
a Re i A A TT NR I NN 
Unesco and under the Programme of Participation in Member States’ Activities, 
will organize a conference on the international exchange of publications in Europe: 
it will take place in Budapest from 13 to 19 September 1960. 

The following Memiver States will be invited by the Hnagatien Government to 
send one participant each (preferably the director or one’ of the deading members 
of their national exchange service): Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Byelorus- 
sian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Federal Republic of Germany, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg, Monaco, Netherlands, 
Norway, Poland, Rumania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukrainian 
i a a ating naa 5 Nanny aS cag 8 
and Yugoslavia. The International Federation of Library Associations and the 
International Federation for Documentation will be invited to send observers. 

The conference will enable participants to exchange views and discuss common 
problems involved in the development of the international exchange of publi- 
cations in Europe. The following subjects will be discussed: present and future 
trends in the international exchange of publications; organization, functions and 
staffing of a national exchange centre; the decentralization of exchange services; 
development of inter-library co-operation centres and exchange of duplicate 
publications; obstacles. to the exchange of publications; and standardization of 
exchange methods. 


MASS COMMUNICATION 


Filmstrip on clouds and meteors 


In co-operation with the World Meteorological Organization, Unesco has pro- 
duced a filmstrip (and a set of slides) on clouds and other atmospheric phenomena, 
based on a selection of photographs contained in the International cloud atlas. 
This material is intended for use in university classrooms and in courses for 
meteorological observers. 

The main purpose of this filmstrip, Clouds and meteors, is to teach students 

A detailed commentary has been written by Professor W. Bleeker of the Royal 
Netherlands Meteorological Institute. At present, it has been published. only in 
English as a 50-page booklet, but it is hoped to produce French and Spanish 
pe pr atop  G PRON RUNS Pope erTtae 
tary is also being prepared. 


‘Rendez-vous avec l’Orient’ (Meeting with the Orient) 
Civilization in the countries of the Orient is the subject of a series of television 


programmes produced by French television for use by television stations in 
many different countries. 
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The first programme in the series ‘Rendez-vous avec l’Orient’, which was 
produced with assistance from Unesco, portrayed the traditional stereotypes of 
the Orient, and showed how different they are from present-day achievements and 
hopes. The second programme dealt especially with the role of women in the 
Orient, emphasizing their influence in family life, and tracing the history of their 
emancipation. It showed how, after centuries of being kept in seclusion and veiled, 
women in the Orient are now playing their part in political life, and are entering 
many professions barred to them in the past. These programmes met with an 
enthusiastic reception by French viewers. The second in the series was viewed by 
over 800,000 people. 

Future programmes will deal with civilization on the banks of the great Eastern 
rivers, and with the Orient as self-portrayed on the screen. They will therefore 
be full of pictorial interest. 

The script and films may be borrowed from Unesco by television stations 
which would like to produce similar programmes in their own language and with 
their own commentator. This method of preparing television ‘files’ has been 
worked out by the Mass Communication Department. It is an intermediate stage 
between producing whole programmes and merely encouraging the various 
countries to produce their own. It encourages the production of television pro- 
grammes, yet it gives stations an opportunity to adapt programmes to suit local 


EXCHANGE OF PERSONS 


Travel grants for youth leaders 


In 1960, as in the past, Unesco is offering a number of travel grants for youth 
leaders. They are intended to assist holders to obtain international experiénce in 
countries distant from their own, which will not only contribute to their own 
broader education but will increase the effectiveness of their work among youth 
in their own countries. The grants will be awarded to those organizations which 
submit the best study projects. 

Study projects should be for a period of not less than three months, and should 
be concentrated in a limited number of countries. They should aim at the study 
of problems affecting youth, and may include attendance at international gather- 
ings and seminars. 

Preference will be given to projects meeting the following criteria, in order 
of priority: (a) those of an educational nature which are not centred on purely 
organizational problems but which aim at a broader instruction and experience 
in world affairs and in the activities of the United Nations and the Specialized 
Agencies; (b) those which aim at the promotion of youth work and international 
co-operation for candidates from countries where such activities are still little 
developed: comparative studies of youth problems and programmes, out-of- 
school educational activities for young people, leadership training, including 
special aspects of youth work (e.g., leisure time, art and cultural programming, 
guidance, hostel organization, etc.); (c) those of an inter-regional character, 
although certain projects which require long distance travel within a region will 
also receive full consideration. Projects falling within the framework of Unesco’s 
Major Project on Mutual Appreciation of Eastern and Western Cultural Values 
will also be considered. 
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Within three months from the date of return to their own country, each travel 
grant holder will be required to make a report, giving in particular: wee a 
sions of the countries he has visited, technical information on the 
gr ae pe HONS etn 
promotes international understanding; and suggestions as to how he can make 
use of the experience he has gained in other countries. 


STAFF APPOINTMENT 


Mr. Samuel Perkins Hayes Jr. Oo IN OR ME Ra 
of Director of the Department of Social Sciences at the end of June 1960; he 
will replace Professor T. H. Marshall (United Kingdom). 

Mr. Hayes, who was born in the United States, is aged 49, and is at present 
SR ce ale tee ten a aM He is also director of the 


doctor's degree at Yale University with a thesis on social prychology. He then 

carried) out special studies at the University of Chicago on trade unions and 
co-operatives. From 1931 to 1934, he was a professor of psychology at Yale 
University. Later, he did research work in commerce, and, during the last world 
war, he was a United States Government official in various offices in Washington, 
Algiers and London. 

From 1948 to 1951, he served as an economist in the Department of State, and 
in that capacity he directed an economic survey in South-East Asia. He later 
directed the Far East programmes of the Mutual Security Agency. In recent 
years, he has been a Unesco consultant. 

Mr, Hayes has written many works on economic and social psychology, includ- 
ing works on progress in underdeveloped countries. Unesco recently published 
one of his works, entitled Measuring the results of development projects. 














Publications 


Nomads and nomadism in the arid zone 


Under its Major Project on Scientific Research on Arid Lands, Unesco has begun 
a series of sociological studies on nomads and nomadism. A number of highly 
qualified social scientists have co-operated in this work. Some of the studies 
have just appeared in the International Social Science Journal (Vol. Pia 
1959), ? They include: ‘The ecology of Nomadic pastoralism’, by Mr 
Krader, of the American Uni » Washington; ‘Some aspects ot tke i 
economic and cultural development of nomads in the USSR’, by Messrs, A. T: 
sunbayev and A. Potapov, both of Moscow University; ‘Geography, politi 

and nomadism in Anatolia’, by Mr. Xavier de Planhol, of the Faculté des Lettres, 
Nancy; “The Bedouins and tribal life in Saudi Arabia”, by H-E, Mr. A. S. Helaissi, 
Ambassador of Saudi Arabia to the Sudan; ‘Sedentarization of the Bedouins in 
Israel’, by Mr. H. V. Muhsam, of the Hebrew University, Jerusalem; ‘The seden- 
tarization of nomads in the Western Desert of Egypt’, by Mr. A. M. Abou-Seid, 
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So PAHO aati Bikfaya. 

We sive THD laa HOO GEASS Gia? fury ar i Wile to Wala 
Berque, professor at the Collége de France, which forms an introduction to the 
collection. 

‘Most of the studies surveyed below are concerned mainly with the inhabitants 
of that part of the world ing from the Atlantic to the foothills of the Altai 
Mountains, from Mauritania to along the southern boundaries of 
the Mediterranean and Slav world. A vast area, reaching round almost one- 
quarter of the earth’s circumference, from 20° longitude west to 60° east. The 
marked differences found from north to south of this area, added to the variations 
in the influence of the sea and changes in flora, divide it into a number of regions 
which cannot be described here in detail. They may conveniently be Tioviog 
together in three main blocks roughly coinciding with areas of civilization. 
from east to west, we have : 

1. The Transcaucasian steppe, the home of Turco-Mongol herdsmen and the 

“land of the horse”, with the desolate enclaves of Ust-Urt, Kizil-Kum and 

Kara-Kum. 
2. What I shall define as the Eurasian confines of the ancient Mediterranean 


1. Yearly subscription: US $6.50; 32/6; 20 NF. Single issue: US $2; 10/+; 6 NF. (Abo 
available in French.) 
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world, including the arid steppe of Iran and the Arabian desert, famous as 

. the cradle of Islam. 
3, The Sahara, set between “white-Africa” and the Negro world, and extending 
- over the whole breadth of Africa, from the home of the Reghibat in the 

- 400-mile-wide tract of western Mauritania to the torrid shores of the Red 
& Sea. 
Throughout this broad belt of land, the rainfall, scanty and irregular, is far 
below the minimum required for growing cereals by dry farming, which is prac- 
tised only in exceptional geographical circumstances, despite its great importance 
to the population, in places where the uniformity of the desert or steppe is broken 
by natural supplies of water or by artificial irrigation which bring into being oases, 
bursting out in luxuriant vegetation. The surrounding area is given over to exten- 
sive stock-breeding. The inhabitants must be constantly on the move in search 
of new pastures for their herds and flocks, which soon strip bare what scant vege- 
tation they find. At the extreme, the most mobile peoples, who are assumed to 
pristine meter at et sey cite owas BB Ag Bt 
as 


‘This, as I have mentioned, is probably only an extreme case. In the Mediter- 


are largely dependent on climate. i Wi Tlalia ON ian 
the Sahara passed through alternating phases of exten- 
| fearesee maldfive buidiy ton eadine: Tt Become ¢ waterless in histo- 
and has gone through a hydrological decline may also be attri- 
in part to historical causes. The impovecshneat ofthe fora and fauna 
in the pre-desert region north is directly traceable to 
, hunting, over-grazing or even the development of human settlement. 
westward expansion of the Hilali Arabs from the eleventh century onwards 
been considered by such authorities as Ibn Khaldun to be responsible for 
decline of this area, leading to the abandonment, almost to the shores of the 
Spire ijerw Soho mete Oe ee TE ee 
phd odaboegfingy te festa Grom ae fifty years, 

life depending on the seasonal movement of flocks in the 
th of Agha a ems av obovate eno 
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world, south-west to the Negroes of Africa, eastwards to Iran and north-west 
to the: Turkish peoples. On its journeyings far and wide, it everywhere came 
into contact with nomadic peoples. And though it cherished the ideal of a refined, 
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city-bred culture and trade, it has been successful, down to the present day; in 
inspiring nomadic tribesmen with its faith. 
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all too often treated as mere pawns in the economic struggle, is liable to be deter- 
mined by ruthless global rivalties and violent nationalism. But it is to be hoped 
that, they will be allowed to shape their own destinies and finally be left to decide 
for themselves how, and by what sacrifices, they are to adjust themselves and their 
whole way. of life to the inexorable demands of modernization.’ 

Mr. Berque deals in turn with the. ecological factors, on which any work under- 
taken must still largely depend; the values that have emerged from long centuries 
of an economy based on herding and warfare, because they affect and will doubt- 
less long continue to shape behaviour and planning; then the transformations 
which, for the past generation or so, have been exercising an ever deeper influence 
on everyday life, until then governed by apparently immutable laws; and, lastly, 
the prospects being opened up for this portion of the human race by present 
world developments. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
(Odie Uasees peigaions whic iawe appaeed in seen meee 


neditisiaehied needing sini sifididetlinj 28000; ratacinia anidivnasiiaetalinabiode: 
Unesco-IBB, 199 pp. Price US $1.75; 8/6 (tg); .6 NF; 6 FS. (Also: available in 


French.) 
AX the twenty-second International Conference on Public Education, held st ear, the follow: 
rae ete oe preparation, selection and use of textbooks for primary 
sok ana Scatlon durngthe schol yenr 1958-39. The tepor,ichude am enalji eft reponse 
report an reports 
fas Neues of Echcutoe Ut tad 77 welacts teptaonted ot hp cackite bn eet OF te 
discussion and tent:of the two recommendations adopted by the conferetice. — 


Sotecl and. vosutiondl cldatten: 6s che thied: Mater af: aemaieniin survey 
creernt ie a Sistas Green Sion 6 omeiet Linea 06 fp Sis US $0.75; 3/6 (stg.); 


2,50 NF. rages ee rcs ae 
This is the a series of technical education. The first 
habe werd ba: wchinkc afi education in the United Kingdom, the Union of Soviet 


Measuring the resilts ‘of development projects, Unesco, 100 pp. Price: US $2; 10/- (stg); 7 NF. 
paring end feat sre, {enn 160 Ps: 


The publication of this manual marks the beginning of a new Unesco series. It is an outgrowth 
of the conference held at Geneva in 1954, under the joint sponsorship of the Unesco Department 
of Social Sciences and the United Nations Technical Assistance Board, to study problems 
relating to: evaluation and measuring techniques. The study is the work of Mr. Samuel P. Hayes Jr., 
professor at the University of Michigan, who will assume the post of Director of the Department 
of Social Sciences at the Unesco Secretariat next July. In this manual, Mr. Hayes discusses the 
our essential steps in evaluation: describing the development project and specifying its goals; 
deciding what. data to use to indicate project results; Sollecting, she, date—belogs, during and 
after; and analysing and interpreting findings. 


National libraries: their problems and prospects. Unesco, 135 pp. Price: US $2; 10/- (stg.); 7 NF. 
(Unesco public library manuals, no. 11.) (Also available in French.) 

This publication deals with the work of the Symposium on National Libraries in Europe, which 
was held from 8 to 27 September 1958 in Vienna. The working papers raise some of the main 
problems faced today by national libraries, as institutions for the conservation and consul- 
tation of books and as national bibliographical centres, After concentrated effort and lively 
discussion, in which eminent librarians from 25 countries took part, the symposium drew up its 
recommendations, which embody proposals relating to the technique of library activities, the 
training of staff, and the extension of the system of international exchanges. The main point of 
interest in the manual is the attempt to re-state the functions of national libraries and to 
reconcile their traditional role with the requirements of traditional research. The book is intended 
for librarians, bibliographers, documentalists, scholars, educators, etc., in all countries. 


Education abstracts. Monthly publication. Annual subscription: U.S. $2; 10/ (stg.); 6 NF. 
Price per copy: US $0.25; 1/3 (stg.); 0,75 NF. (Also available in French and Spanish.) 
This: periodical reports on recent publications of interest to educators. Each issue deals with a 
specific problem and contains a bibliographical article, followed by a series of brief abstracts 
of books or articles. 
Vol. XI, no. 10: Primary education periodicals. 
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Fundamental and adult education. Quarterly Annual subscription: US. $1.50; 7/6 
4,50 NF. Price per copy: US'$0.50; 2/3 (tg); 1,25 NF. (Also available in French.) a 
This periodical contains articles on new major developments in fundamental and adult 
tion, on the programmes in this field and on the general principles underlying their 

Vol. XI, no. 4. The theme of this issue is ‘ The arts in adult education’. The table of 
includes: ‘Community arts service in New Zealand’, by P. Martin Smith; ‘Art education for 
adults in Sweden’, by Olof Norell; ‘Pictorial art for adults in Germany’, by Erich Rhein; ‘ 
place of the teaching of handicrafts in the adult education programme in Sriniketan, 

by Santosh Kuman Bhanja Chaudhury; and ‘United States labour education uses the 

by Mark Starr. 


Impact of science on society. Quarterly publication. Annual subscription: US $1.75; 916 otehy 

4,50 NF. Price per copy: US $0.50; 2/6 Gig); 1,25 NF. (Also available in Freach.) ” 
Vol. IX, no, 4. Table of contents : “How life on earth began’, by A. I. Oparin; ‘The 
place of laboratory animais in the $ life of a country’, ‘by W. Lane-Petter; ‘The place of 
operational research in the development of modern society’, by J. Lesourne; ‘Science in modern 
India’, by A. Ranganathan; and ‘Problems of waste disposal in the wide-scale use of radio- 
isotopes’, by W. G. Marley. 


Museum, A bilingual quarterly review (English and French). Annual subscription : US $6.50; 
32/6 (stg.); 20 NF. Price per copy: US $2; 10/-(stg.); 6 NF. A quarterly survey of activities 
and means of research in the field of museography. 

Vol. XII, no, 3. Table of contents includes: ‘Art museums of the Rumanian People’s Republic’, 

by Georges Opresco; ‘Schleswig-Holsteinisches Landesmuseum fiir Vor- und Friingeschichte, 

Schleswig; new installation’, by Karl-Withelm Struve; ‘Specialization of history museums in 

Argentina’, by Tomas Diego Bernard Jr.; ‘The National Museum of Versailles’, by Gérald van 

der Kemp; and “The museum of Capodimonte, Naples’, by Bruno Malajoli. 


Unesco bulletin for libraries, Monthly publication, Annual subscription: US $3.50; 17/6 (stg.); 
10 NF, 

Price per copy: US $0.70; 3/6 (stg.); 2 NF. (Also available in French, Russian and Spanish.) 
Vol. XTV, no. 1. The table of contents includes: ‘Document analysis and information retrieval’, 
by J. C. Gardin; ‘The organization of reference work in a special library’, by J. Bird; ‘The efficient 
use of printed index cards in documentation’. by H. Wellisch; and ‘Indonesian library develop- 
ment, 1955-60’. 
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‘News of the National Commissions | 


REGIONAL, CONFERENCE OF THE NATIONAL COMMISSIONS 
FOR UNESCO IN ASIA 

by JEAN CHEVALIER 

Deputy Chief, Bureau of Relations with Member States 


At the invitation of the Philippine National Commission, the representatives of 
23. National. Commissions for Unesco met in Manila f n 18 to 23, January 
(Afghanistan, Australia, Burma, Cambodia, Ceylon, France, India, 
indonesian, Japan, Koen, Los Federation of Malaya, Nepal 
New Zealand, Pakistan; Thailand, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United 
Kingdom, United States of America, Viet-Nam). 

Mrs. Pecson, a member of the Executive Board and chairman of the Philippine 
National Commission, was pied president of the conference with enthusiastic 





of the five committees gins delegates of 
Philippines and Thailand); and the rapporteur-general, the delegate .of Aus- 
tralia. 


The conference held its meetings in the fine building of the WHO Regional 
Office for South-East Asia. The beautiful, large oval conference hall was hardly 
big enough to hold the delegates of the National Commissions—about eighty 
in number—as well as a varying number of attentive representatives of the 
Philippine National Commission, universities and schools, the press, and intrigued 
and interested members of the public. 

The opening session was a solemn occasion. The national anthem of the Republic 
of the Philippines was played, in the presence of important government officials, 
members of Congress, local authorities, the diplomatic corps, the press, and a 
packed audience. After a short, eloquent address, Mrs. Pecson then proceeded 
to open the conference. H.E. José Romero, Secretary of State for Education, 
read a message from President Carlos P. Garcia, President of the Republic of 
the Philippines: ‘Our country is rich in material wealth’, he said, “but our people 
are unable to exploit it. We need more education, at all levels, from the elementary 
principles to the most advanced sciences.” 

At the first plenary meeting, after the opening ceremony, Mr. Adiseshiah, 
representing the Director-General, described the work being done by Unesco in 
Asia to meet the tremendous needs to which the President of the Republic had 
referred in such moving terms in his message. Amidst the applause of the conference 
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Mr. Adiseshiah concluded by saying that Unesco’s smallness could and should 
be a source of strength. Looking back over the 14 years of the Organization’s 
existence, he was profoundly convinced that never before, in the history of man- 
kind, had such impressive results been achieved with such modest means. What 
was even more heartening, never before had there been such justification for 
believing that the day might be in sight when, through the co-operation of 
governments and: alike, peace and security would prevail in the world. 

The leaders of the delegations then gave a short account of the condition and 
activities of their National Commissions: The experience reflected in their speeches, 
and their suggestions, are of immense value, revealing not only the wide variety 
of structure to be found-in National Commissions, but also the difference between 
their respective rates of development. The delegations gave careful attention to 
this situation, its ‘causes and possible ‘femedies, both when these preliminary 
remarks were’ made and throughout the conference. 

After this general discussion, the five committees began their work,::Theit 

which were approved: at the last plenary meeting will be 
published im the records of the conference: What follows is but a brief summary. 

The Committee on Unesco Activities in Asian Member States and the Functions 
and Organization of National Commissions stressed the need for a wider'exchange 
of information between the National Commissions, as one way of stimulating 
and co-ordinating activity; it asked thatgreater assistance be granted to the Nation- 
al Commissions ; it' confirmed the Executive Board’s opinion that each National 
Commission should be regarded ‘separately, and that the spheres of education, 
science and: culture should be amply represented in each of them, as should also 
the national ‘branches of specialized international non-governmental organiza- 
tions. The committee thought that the National Commissions should, by agree- 
ment with the governments which had created them, take an active part in the 
implementation of certain programme resolutions and, in particular, should 
interpret Unesco’s aims and ideals to the general public. 

The Committee on: Natural Sciences studied:two problems of special: interest 
for the region—the social implications of industrialization and marine ‘science. 
The attention of participants was: drawn to a number of specific projects in 
YN pT RIE SN RR HY up no 
missions. | noid 

Another‘committee studied the implementation of the Adajen Prajechow ‘Mutual 
Appreciation of Eastern and Western Cultural Values. It made a number of 
recommendations concerning the Orient’s knowledge of itself, co-operation 
and exchanges between Asian Member States, the diffusion of the cultural values 
sieed toate engaged ta stelpiapiiedsdittedag euktedd voltes 21 bios: 


deriee ith re aite 
balanced plan for economic) and ‘social development. The National Commis- 
sions were requested to check the statistical data carefully, to work out the most 
suitable methods of dealing with this vast problem, and to set up educational 
documentation ‘centres to :excharige: the results efi their investigations and their 


Caeedal fattarrpengrenins wesategied Uy: another constaitten::ID begat by 
considering the programme as a whole; and gave as its opinion that the following 
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GIFT COUPON CAMPAIGN 


Since 1951, Unesco has given encouragement to the organization of international 
mutual assistance campaigns for the benefit of a limited number (at present about 


manner have so far been comparstively small. 

Last October, the French National Commission for Unesco decided to redouble 
its efforts, and to attempt to enlist a large number of supporters by means of 
radio broadcasts. — 

This campaign wes orgunined witin thé hhélp ofthe beoadeditiog-suutiosl Betope 
No. 1, which reserved its broadcast, ‘Vous étes formidables', on 24 November 
for this purpose. The organizers agreed to concentrate on one group of benefi- 
en amare adiedinaeieaieiaiambichn diamemanianenneiieammieettiion, 


poe yw 

centenary of the bitth of Louis ail, the attention of the public ehould be 
drawn to his work on this occasion.::: slat 

To encourage donors, a postcard was issued, with a 45 r.p.m. auhiinanids 
ing. The illustration was by Lurgat, who is the chairman of the Unesco Club:at 
Saint-Céré; the recording of a Christmas carol, harmonized by the organist and 
composer Jean Langlais, was made by the Chorale de I'Insttution Nationale des 
Jeunes Aveugles. 

As the technique of immediate collection during the broadcast has been adopted 
in many places in French territory since the series ‘Vous étes formidables’ 
arrangements were made with the Federation of Unesco Clubs, the 
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de France and the Scouts de France, who undertook to man the various collecting 
pontedundeapatnnnsh qtatians aend-gott ate Pa RO ere Hp 
the various provincial towns). — 239, riod) ‘9s 
io The material result of the campaign: was that approximately. 200,000..NF. were 
collected for the blind.im @ very short time. More important still, it deew the 
attention of a great many people to the problem of the re-education of the blind 
as part of the work of Unesco Clubs and educational establishments. The modest 
sums collected by these groups will enable ancy 20 sy NCR 
apnea eae peer penne es : mt 
NEWS IN BRIEF 
Afghanistan. In 1959, as on previous occasions, meetings were held at the Uni- 
ne a shail and.also in secondary and. seetianshethaninsnannenenat 
Sanareenyet of the foundesion.of the Limited Nations. > soe 
ianonbowbe | 

Anatolia: The: Unesco seautlling enbihition pé teaterotioure hadoetnsted: ite Aus- 
tralian tour. It has already been shown at the Western Australian Art Gallery, 
Perth, at- Adelaide (South Australia) and i unnntiomsi(Tengianiad and is now 
touring the main centres of New South Wales. — aw: Tovelmeiw. di yor 

. The direetor of the New South Wales State Quesniustitininn def Diana; Sir 
Bernard. Heinze, who is also chairman of the Australian Unesco Committee for 
Music, is at present spending four months in Canada, at the invitation of the 
ore RN IE part in an cee a cg tg of 
concerts..." «) 
Colombia... Unesco’s tonalling aubibidien of Pasion: minietnnies was opened in 
Bogota on 1, December 1959, in the presence of members of the National Commis- 
sion and of its various working committees, particularly that dealing with the 
— Project on the Mutual Appreation of Eastern and near-snenr pmeananr a 


schcnashantitieniannsendianees enainangeatels officially at-‘Banje.on 19 
November,4959, under the auspices of the Colombian National Commission, 
the Pedagogic University of Colombia and the Department of Cultural Expansion 
of the \Provinee of Boyaca. A Festival of Poetry was organized on that occasion 
and among the speakers at the opening ceremony was on cssonanangy ar 
eae aleshennifcantniaaion ed 

ovens to ora co 1 5 9 ary 
Giubits Theoden. tittinnalsfdoeadhiieini ws nocgintiund: “by: Presidential’ Decree 
on 20. November 1959. The new commission will consist of an executive council, 
ee 
establish provincial amd municipal committees. Teachers, ‘scientists, artists, 
pn APE RRO ad ERR OO 
sented on the commission. — i srtaulit 

oft MScdeceativer! Inet,’ the Cubein Association forthe United: Nations etlebirates 
the anniversary of the. Universal Declaration of Human mapee Senegaeaen 
ath Seti elena Geeniey sterion ae ths association. 


ease! Gai t6Seakany, ‘Mir Retié Mahou) Acting: Director-General of Unesco, 
presided at the opening ceremony at Unesco House, of an exhibition dealing 
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with the life and work of Cholem-Aleikhem. The exhibition, which was sponsored 
by the French National Commission, was organized by a Centennial Committee 
consisting of a number of leading French literary figures; its object is to make 
the famous Yiddish author better known in France. After a speech by the chair- 
man of the committee, Mr. Vladimir! Jankélévitch, professor at the Sorbonne, 
Mr. Maheu gave an address in which he paid tribute to the great writer. 

The exhibition, which was open to the public until 7 February, contained 
documents from..18> different: countries, in three sections—Yiddish literature 
since the fourteenth century, including rare works on loan from the Rosenthalian 
Library in Amsterdam; the writer’s books and illustrations of his life, i 
frescoes of the imaginary and symbolicalsmall town of Kasrilevke, which he 
peopled with his characters; and, finally, photographs, posters and programmes 
testifying to the tribute rendered by the entire world to this writer on the 100th 
anniversary of his birth. 


Israel. The National Commission met in plenary session on 2 December 1959 
in Jerusalem. On the agenda were two main topics: Unesco’s Major Project on 
Mutual Appreciation of Eastern and Western Cultural Values, and Unesco’s 
Proposed Programme and Budget for 1961-62. Professor Uriel Heyd, director 
of the Institute for Oriental Studies of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, and 
chairman of the Israel advisory committee on the major project, gave a detailed 
account of the project. Representatives of local non-governmental organizations 
concerned with education, science and culture were invited to send representa- 
tives to the meeting. 


Italy. The National Commission recently issued 11 booklets in Italian to accom- 
pany filmstrips dealing with Unesco’s more important projects. 


Korea. The National Commission recently published three booklets in Korean, 
giving general information about Unesco: What is Unesco ?; Technical assistance: 
the role of Unesco and Nuclear energy and its uses in peace. 


Norway. The National Commission has undertaken to sponsor a study course 
on the mutual appreciation of Eastern and Western cultural values, to be held 
next spring. The course is intended for adults, and the central subject of discussion 
will be countries of the Far East. 


Paraguay. Dr. Francisco Barreido, secretary-general of the Paraguayan National 
Commission since 1956, recently spent three weeks at Unesco Headquarters. 


Peru. By Presidential Decree, dated 1 December 1959, the members of the Peru- 
vian National Commission were 3 


Poland. In accordance with a resolution adopted by the General Conference of 
Unesco at its tenth session, granting the Organization’s patronage to celebrations 
in memory of Chopin held in 1960, the National Commission recently transmitted 
to all the other National Commissions information on the ceremonies, concerts, 
exhibitions, lectures, etc., to be held in honour of the great Polish composer in 
the next few months. The many letters on this subject received by the commission 
show how much interest is being taken throughout the world in the Chopin Year. 
Several other National Commissions have declared their intention of taking part 
in the celebration of the musician’s 150th anniversary. 
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this exhibition. 


Rumania. Since May 1959, the 150th anniversary of the death of Joseph Haydn 
has been commemorated in various ways. On 13' December, a concert was given 
at the Athenaeum of the Rumanian People’s Republic, under the auspices of the 
the direction of Georges Georgesco, presented a programme of the works of 
Haydn, and Professor Georges Breazul, of the Conservatorium of Bucharest, 
gave an address on the great musician. 


Sweden. The National Commission recently published a booklet in Swedish on 
the East-West major project. 


Turkey. The National Commission has published a Turkish version of the Voca- 
bulariwn bibliothecarii, which was issued by Unesco in English and French. 


United States of America. A Citizens Consultation Group sponsored jointly 
by New York University and the United States National Commission met recently 
in New York City to discuss ‘The national interest and foreign languages’. 
systems, public education associations, parents’ associations, and modern lan- 
guage associations. The chairman was Dr. Christian Arndt of New York Univer- 


Viet-Nam. Mr. Nguyen-Duy-Toan, Second Secretary of the Viet-Namese 
Embassy, has been appointed secretary to the permanent delegation of Viet-Nam 
to Unesco. Mr. Toan participated in the work of the tenth session of Unesco’s 
General Conference as secretary of the Viet-Namese delegation. 

The National Commission recently issued a translation into Viet-Namese of 
he Unesco publication Youth and fundamental education. . 

















| News of international 
non-governmental organizations 


Calendar of international congresses of medical sciences 


The calendar of international congresses of medical sciences, published last 
January by the Council for Organizations of Medical Sciences, lists 
46 interhational meetings af Deen teteeek Apell and. October 1960. It is 
expected that 30 similar meetings will be held in 1961 and about twenty in 1962. 


International federation of information processing societies 


At the International Conference on Information Processing, which was held at 
Unesco in June 1959, representatives of the different national groups agreed to 
establish an international federation. The statutes of this 
federation entered into force on 1 January 1960. The aims of the federation are: 
(a) to organize international conferences and symposia on information processing, 
including mathematical and engineering aspects; (b) to establish international 
committees to study specific problems; (c) to ensure international co-operation 
between the member societies. 

The federation is composed of the following national bodies: the Computing 
and Data Processing Society of Canada, the Danish Computer Society, the 
Finnish National Committee for Information Processing, the Association Fran- 
gaise de Calcul, the Deutsche Arbeitsgemeinschaft fiir Rechenanlagen (Federal 
Republic’ of Germany), the Dutch Computer Society, the National Research 
Council (Spain), the nthe Sih 7 Society for po onl yg ersising bg ie Swiss 
Computer Federation, mputer 
Society (United Kingdom), er National Joint Computer Committee (United 
States of America). 

The provisional bureau of the federation is composed of the following: 
I. L. Auerbach, Auerbach Electronics Corporation, 109 North Essex Avenue, 
Narberth, Pa. (chairman); A. A, Dorodnitsin, USSR Academy of Sciences, 
Akademitesky Proezd 28, Moskba B 137, and A. Van Wijngaarden, Mathema- 
tisch Centrum, 2 Boerhaavestraat 49, Amsterdam (vice-chairmen). 

The first meeting of the council of the federation will probably be held in April 
or May 1960. Requests for information may be sent in the meantime to 
Mr. Jean A. Mussard, Unesco Department of Natural Sciences, who is acting as 
secretary of the federation until the first meeting of the council. 
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(PROVISIONAL TIME-TABLE OF CONFERENCES, MEETINGS 
AND SEMINARS 


‘March, April and May 1960 


lL. This is a time-table of conferences, meetings and seminars convened or subsidized by Unesco for 
March, April and May 1960. 

2. This time-table does not include meetings convened by the United Nations, the Specialized 
Agencies, and various international organizations to which Unesco has been invited to send 
representatives or observers. However, meetings convened by the United Nations which are 
‘ held at Unesco Headquarters are indicated by two asterisks in the margin. 

3, Any changes in this time-table will be notified in subsequent issues of the Unesco Chronicle. 


Date Place 
MARCH 

8 Working party of international youth organizations. UNESCO 
9 Fourth meeting of working party of international non-govern- _ UNESCO 


mental organizations on equality of access of women to edu- 
cation. 
9-11 Joint meeting of the bureau of the International Advisory UNESCO 


Terminology in Pure and Applied Science. 

10 Fifth mesting of the committee elected by the sixth Conference of UNESCO 
Non-Governmental Organizations approved for Consultative 
Arrangements with Unesco. 

14-16 Meeting of reading committee to study the report on ‘Main UNESCO 
trends of scientific research’. 

14-18** Annual session of United Nations Consultative Committee on UNESCO 
Public Information. 

21-22 Meeting of the Inter-Agency committee for the final editing of | UNESCO 
the report on ‘Main trends of scientific research’. 

21-29 Preparatory meeting. of the intergovernmental conferencé on UNESCO 
international oceanographic research and training vessels. 

21-30 Seminar on social research problems of rural-life in South-East | SAIGON 
Asia (convened jointly by the National Commission of Viet- 
Nam and Unesco). 

22-26 Intergovernmental Advisory Committee on the Major Project on MEXICO 
the Extension of Primary Education in Latin America (third 
session). 

28 March- Executive Board: Administrative Commission. UNESCO 

1 April 

28 March- Executive Board: External] Relations Commission. UNESCO 

1 April 

31 March- a ee te amel tet thaese NIS 

7 April ordination Committee for the People’s Youth of Yugoslavia (Yugoslavia) 
with the financial help of Unesco). - 

APRIL 

1 International Committee on Laboratory Animals. ROME 

(tentative) 

2-9 Meeting of experts on economic development in South-East Asia GAMAGORI 
(convened jointly by Unesco and the International Economic (Japan) 
Association). 
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Place 

APRIL (cont.) 

4-30 Executive Board: Fifty-sixth session. UNESCO 
12-25 Refresher course for economists in South-East Asia (organized MANILA 
jointly by Unesco and the International Economic Associa- 
tion under Technical Assistance Regional Programme). 

26 Working party of international non-governmental organizations UNESCO 
on education for international understanding: sub-group on 

teaching about the United Nations. 

Dates not Planning committee of the 1961 ‘symposium on elimination of ITALY 

fixed infection from laboratory animals colonies, to meet jointly 
with the meeting of ICLA committee. 

MAY 

2-6 Seventh session of the International Advisory Committee on UNESCO 
Research in the Natural Sciences Programme of Unesco. 

6-7 Meeting of experts for the preparation of the ecological map of | UNESCO 
the Mediterranean Basin (convened jointly by Unesco and 
FAO). 

9 Sub-committee on cartographic problems in the arid zone. UNESCO ‘i 

9-12 Meeting of experts on Spanish terminology in the social sciences. UNESCO 

9-21 Committee of experts on Neighbouring Rights (convened jointly THE HAGUE 
by Unesco, Berne Copyright Union and ILO). 

10-11 Sixteenth session of the Advisory Committee on Arid Zone 
Research. : 

12-18 General symposium on arid zone problems. 

13-14 Sub-committee on socio-economic problems in the arid zone. 

and 19 


(Holland) 
UNESCO 
UNESCO 
UNESCO 
19-20 Extraordinary session of Expanded Advisory Committee on Arid 
Zone Research. : 
24 May- Meeting of experts on educational opportunities for girls in COTONOU 
2 June Africa. (Dahomey 
30 Seventh meeting of the committee elected by the sixth Con- UNESCO 
ference of Non-Governmental Organizations approved for 
Consultative Arrangements with Unesco. 
30 May- Seventh conference of International Non-Governmental Orga-.__ UNESCO 
2 June nizations approved for Consultative Arrangements with 
Unesco, 
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UNESCO PUBLICATIONS : NATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS 


og ey Libreria Central, 
Ministry of ao O, n° 14-32, 


Eig COSTA RICA 
*‘Maim Frasher’, art 313, 
ARGENTINA j CUBA 
Buenos Ames. re Zayas 505-7, apartado 113, 
a A HABANA, 
Meuaounne Cl (Victoria). oS, Vo Gusthtah, 
Prana 2. 
A 
DENMARK 
Verlag nr rng & Co., E M Led. 
Ofice ve publics $A. ~*DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
ior co Mercedes 49, ok 
N.V. Standaard Boekhandel, correos . 
Beigiéiei 151, Ghupan ‘Tuomi, 
Courier: iADOR een 
ou be Lannoy, » Casa we Cultura Ecuatoriana, 
ne com “ he, fe Sram Genes. 
eT -casilla de correo 
BOLIVIA GUAYAQUIL. 
Libreria Selecciones, 
~~ a ERB 30, EL Cie 
res es egg 37, . 
BRAZIL SAN SALVADOR. 
186 Praia de Botafogo, Pieis | Agency, 
Rio DE JANEIRO. ADDS 
8 1, Tzat Assen, 
— ‘ HELSINKI. 
PO. Box 222, ‘ ’ a ae: 
Pane , 
CAMBODIA Wholesale: 
Librairie Albert Portail, Sales Section, 
14, avenue Boulloche, — de Fontenoy, 
PHNOM-PENH. ‘“ARIS-7°, 
CANADA FRENCH WEST 
Queen’s Printer, Librairie J. 
Orrawa (Ont.). 13, tue Lodre 
B.P. 
CEYLON 
The Associated Newspapers of FRANCE (Martinique). 
Ceylon ERMANY (FED. REP.) 
Lake House Bookshop, be Oldenbourg K.G., 
oS yy Unesco-Vertrieb fir 
100 Parsons Road, Rosenheimerstrasse 145, 
2 Mincusn 8. 
CHILE 
S.A., GREECE - 
avenida B. O’Higgins 1058, ow prag) carte, ‘ 


HAITI 
Librairie ‘A la Caravelle’, 


HONG KONG 
Book 
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